
Solar Eclipse Information 
Longbranch Elementary 

 

What an incredible opportunity for our kids to participate in the viewing of a 91% eclipsed sun!  We have put a lot 

of thought and planning into this event with the focus on student safety.  Here are several options for you as you 

contemplate how your child will participate in the viewing of the solar eclipse on August 21, 2017. 

ATTENDANCE OPTIONS 

1.  Students may receive a partial or full day Educational Enhancement Opportunity to view the eclipse with 

their family either locally or regionally where the eclipse will be 100%.  What an AMAZING opportunity!  

The benefit of an Education Enhancement Opportunity (aka EHO), is that if completed the child will be 

counted present on that day and you will not need to use a parent note for this event.  EHOs do not count 

against students striving for perfect attendance.  To take advantage of this opportunity, simply complete 

the form attached to this packet and return to school prior to August 21st. 

2. Students may use a parent note as an excused absence to either stay home a full day or for an early 

dismissal to view the eclipse with their family or friends. 

3. Students may attend full day at Longbranch. 

SCHOOL VIEWING OPTIONS 

1.  Students may go outside with teachers to view the eclipse.  This requires special glasses and a permission 

slip from the parent. 

2. Students may watch the live feed of the eclipse indoors via television (actually…it’s via a computer 

projected onto the eno board). 

SAFETY “GLASSES” 

 At the time this letter is written, we do not have safety glasses purchased for every student.  We were not 

sure if school would be cancelled, so we didn’t want to invest $1500 without confirmation that we would 

be in attendance.   

 Knowing we will be in attendance on August 21st, we will now attempt to purchase as many pairs as we 

can before the eclipse.  We cannot guarantee that we will be able to provide glasses for the children.  We 

will notify you if we are able to make a bulk purchase before August 21st. 

 At this time, we do recommend that you secure safety glasses for your child.  Please note that the glasses 

that are safe to use are labeled with ISO 12312-2.  There are glasses being manufactured that do not meet 

the safety protocols.  Do be sure your glasses have this code on them. 

DISMISSAL 

During dismissal from school, the eclipse will still be in process.  Our concern during this time is the safety of the 

kiddos’ eyeballs.    You have a few options for dismissal. 

 Instruct your child to wear the safety glasses you have provided as they walk to the bus on the 21st. 

 Allow your child to not wear the glasses to the bus. 

 Pick your child up early from school before the eclipse window. 

 Ask us to keep your child until 4pm for pickup. 

 

I think that covers it.  Now let’s hope it isn’t cloudy and raining that day, right!?!  If you have additional questions, 

you can email me.  Erika.bowles@boone.kyschools.us 
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Solar Eclipse Outdoor Viewing Permission Slip 
 

I grant permission for my child ____________________ 

to view the solar eclipse at Longbranch Elementary on 

August 21, 2017.   

 

I will provide safety glasses marked with ISO 12312-2. 

 

Parent Signature _____________________________________ 

Print Parent Name ___________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Solar Eclipse Educational Enhancement Opportunity Form 
 

Student Name ________________________________ 

Student Grade ____________ 

Student Homeroom Teacher  ____________________ 

 

On August 21, 2017, the above student will not be 

present for a  

 Full school day 

 Partial school day (pick up at __________) 

 

This student will participate in the outdoor viewing of the solar eclipse in the 

custody of family and/or family friends.  We view this event as an opportunity to 

enhance the education of the Next Generation Science Standards including but 

not limited to: 

 The sun is a star that appears larger and brighter than other stars because it is closer. Stars range greatly in their 

distance from Earth. (5-ESS1-1) 
 The orbits of Earth around the sun and of the moon around Earth, together with the rotation of Earth about an axis 

between its North and South poles, cause observable patterns. These include day and night; daily changes in the 

length and direction of shadows; and different positions of the sun, moon, and stars at different times of the day, 

month, and year. (5-ESS1-2) 
 Light also transfers energy from place to place. (4-PS3-2) 

 

 

Parent Signature _____________________________________ 

Print Parent Name ___________________________________ 


